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Doris Sutton (far left) holds hands with her husband, Paul, wh

ile they listen to his song, *Just a Dream Away,” performed by singer Anthony
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Bollotta and pianist Marti Amado. Paul Sutton wrote the song 62 years ago when he was in the Navy. Eduardo Contreras | Union-Tribune

Hehad adream

Original song that wooed a woman half a world away 62 years ago still wows her
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< Paul and Doris on their
wedding day in New York
City in 1946. Family photo
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By John Wilkens, STAFF WRITER

hey dropped one atomic bomb and were
getting ready to drop another, but Paul Sut-
ton had something else on his mind.

Her name was Doris.

He sat down at a piano in the wardroom
aboard the USS Wharton, anchored near Bikini Atoll
in the Marshall Islands in the summer of 1946. He
searched for the right words.

Wherever I meet you
Whenever the day

1 will wait and love you

Just a dream away

They had met the previous fall, at an officer’s club in
New York City. She was pretty, a model and a poet. He
was handsome, a Harvard-trained physicist. The air
crackled.

World War II had just ended, and emotions were
high, so it was hard to know whether what they were
feeling was real or lasting. “One way to find out is to be
apart for a while,” Sutton said.

He went to Bikini for Operation Crossroads, to do
more testing on the kinds of bombs that had leveled
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In between explosions, he
dabbled at the piano.

For I always hear you

Any time of day

Telling me, “T love you”

Just a dream away

‘When he came home at the end of the summer, “Just
a Dream Away” was finished. It had a line in it about
dancing in Havana, because Doris had told him about a
trip she’d taken to Cuba. (It had a line in it about playing
tennis in Tacoma, too, but that was just poetic license.)

SEe Suttons, G3

k . Online: To hear both versions of *Just a Dream Away,”
go to uniontrib.com/more/ww2song
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The Story Behind the Writing of Just A Dream B_%&W.
Point by Point Listing of Events by Paul Sutton

» SUTTONS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE G1
Time, distance
were no threats
to their love

1. August 14, 1945. Japan surrenders! World War |l is over.
2. Lieut. Paul Sutton is required fo remain in the Navy after the war, until June 1946 at minimum.

3. Paul was assigned to the Inspector of Naval Material Office (INM) at 30 Church Street, in New York City (close to
what is known as Ground Zero today).

4. Naval officers oftentimes attended the Officer's Club at Delmonico's Hotel at 59th and Park Avenue in NYC. Paul

met Doris at the Officer's Club. In his own words: "She was beautiful, intelligent, serious, a good dancer, and a poet

They dated some more. tool"

They went to Jones Beach one
Sunday and stopped at the Em-
pire State Building on the way
home. At the top, with lights
twinkling in the distance, he
proposed.

They got married Now. 28,
1946, Thanksgiving Day. They
raised two daughters, Pamela
and Valerie. He did research
for Corning Glass Works and
Ford Aerospace. Doris pub-
lished several books of poetry.
Now retired, they moved to La

5. Paul was a physicist, with a Bachelor's Degree from Harvard. The Gl Bill made it possible for Paul to return to
Graduate School at Columbia University, in the Fall of 1946.

6. So how did Paul spend his time from June 1946 until October? At the Atom Bomb Tests at Bikini of course!
Working with testing the bomb was good experience for a physicist, and helped him save money to go to Graduate
School. Doris was left behind in New York, waiting for his return.

7. So Paul applied for the Physics Post in Navy Operations Crossroads - Bombs 4 & 5. He went to Washington D.C.,
hand-carrying his application form from one office to another, finding Captain Chas Piggot of Ordinance Evaluation
Group who needed an assistant.

3 \ 8. Paul was transferred to Operation Crossroads, Navy Department, Washington D.C. in March, 1946. Doris visited
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